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Abstract: Social development is a complex system which involves many problems, such as object and sub-
ject, natural system and human society, environmental conditions and adaptability, realistic challenges and 
development opportunities, practical process and conscious process, scientific truth and the value of the best, 
social welfare and personal freedom, etc. Therefore, social development is essentially more than one. The 
concrete integration process of various conditions, factors, mechanisms, effects, results and consequences of 
various problems, demands, forces, actions, ways, directions, modes and roads. From this point of view, this 
paper puts forward the concrete integration of social development. On the one hand, while inheriting and in-
tegrating various theories of social development, it closely combines the practical process of human social 
development, especially contemporary social development, and further understands and explains the essence 
and process of social development; on the other hand, it emphasizes the specific integration of social devel-
opment, especially the value of social development. Specific integration, concrete integration of processes and 
concrete integration of consequences, opposing the abstract, single and linear way of thinking in the concept 
of social development, and further emphasizing that social development theory, social development system, 
social development policies and methods of social development should concretely integrate the objective con-
ditions and human resources, environmental challenges and opportunities in the process of social develop-
ment. Many factors, such as realistic problems and future influences, material interests and spiritual freedom, 
scientific truth and value justice, reverence for nature and people-oriented, have constructed a concrete devel-
opment system of scientific harmony and benefit. 
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1. Introduction  

1.1. The concept of social development 

Generally speaking, social development refers to the 
transformation of society from a low-level, simple and 
weak way of existence and state to a high-level, complex 
and powerful way and state. The concept of "social de-
velopment" can be divided into general meaning and 
specific meaning. Generally speaking, social develop-
ment refers to the progress and growth of human society. 
Social development in a specific sense refers specifically 
to the modernization problem and process of a society, 
but even after modernization, a society will still face de-
velopment problems. Social development theory regards 
society as a whole existence, including the development 
and coordinated operation of political, economic, cultural 
and other social factors, not just the development and 
coordinated operation of human beings. It refers solely to 
the development of the economic field. The evaluation 
index system of social development level formulated by 
the National Bureau of Statistics is also based on the 
concept of social development in a broad sense. It covers 

ten aspects, such as environment, population, economic 
basis, income distribution, employment, health care, edu-
cation, science and technology. Sometimes, development 
in a broad sense is often expressed as "social progress" 
The understanding of social development forms the con-
cept of social development. From the perspective of the 
history of world civilization, the study of social devel-
opment theory is an eternal topic of human beings, and 
people have been trying to make theoretical explanations 
on social development. However, as a scientific theoreti-
cal problem, it began in modern times. The first stage is 
from the industrial revolution to the 1950s. People think 
that development is the process of moving towards indu-
strialized society or technological society, that is, the 
process of emphasizing economic growth. The second 
stage is from the mid-20th century to the early 1970s. 
With the progress of industrialization, people regard de-
velopment as economic growth and the whole society. 
The third stage is the publication of the Declaration on 
the Human Environment in 1972: Development is a 
process of pursuing the harmonious balance of social 
elements (including politics, economy, culture and 
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people). Since the late 1980s, people have regarded de-
velopment as the process of satisfying people's basic 
needs, the development of people's abilities and the self-
realization of human nature, marked by the formation of 
the concept of sustainable development and the global 
consensus. That is to say, development not only refers to 
economic growth, but also refers to structural optimiza-
tion, social progress, but also reflects the transformation 
of ideas and deepening of ideas. It is dynamic, dynamic 
and progressive, and presents a spiral upward trend. 
An important factor in social development is the basic 
concrete relationship between man and nature and the 
dynamic force. From the perspective of cognitive level, it 
depends on factual cognition, value cognition and prac-
tical cognition level; from the perspective of emotional 
will value relationship, it depends on the nature and de-
gree of value relevance and dependence, subjective pre-
ference and value integration ability; from the perspec-
tive of practical behavior ability, imitation, targeted prob-
lem solving and creative problem solving ability consti-
tute an extremely important factor. A complex system 
that responds to the relationship between man and nature. 
Social development is not only to solve the relationship 
between man and nature, but also to solve the relation-
ship between man and man. These two aspects constitute 
a complex and interlaced scene. There are two aspects of 
social development: the relationship between man and 
nature, the relationship between man and man; the value 
relationship between man and nature, the value relation-
ship between man and man, the cognition of man to na-
ture, the practice of man to nature, and the practice of 
man to nature. 
To solve the problem of value is the core of the relation-
ship between man and nature. To solve this problem, the 
first thing is to determine what kind of value is correct in 
thought and theory and to fully reflect the value of man. 
The way to solve this problem is to construct a complete 
set of behavioral patterns through human behavior or to 
realize a price that reflects the value of man which is 
determined to be correct and embodies the value of man 
in practice. The institutionalization of value concept is 
essentially a continuous attempt in action, in which hu-
man beings constantly adjust the value relationship be-
tween man and nature, man and man. Therefore, the es-
sence of social development is the process of human be-
ing's constant attempt to solve the value relationship be-
tween man and nature, man and man. 

2. The Essential Characteristics of Social 
Development 

Social development, in the final analysis, is the move-
ment of human social groups from one low-level state to 
another high-level state through their internal interaction 
in a certain field of the natural environment system. 
Therefore, the process of social development is the gen-

eration and solution of specific contradictions between 
field pressure and subject's demands. The most basic 
problem is the relationship between subject and object, 
which is mainly embodied in the concrete contradictions 
between objective existence conditions and the expansion 
and Realization of subject's existence value. The essence 
of this contradiction is the connection between certainty 
and uncertainty, or that is the essence of contradiction. 
The specific process of social development is a process in 
which many different groups of human society realize 
their development by means of internal individual inte-
raction and interaction with other groups of human be-
ings, which combines the value appeal with the truth 
appeal. It is a process of subjective will cohesion and 
objective practice. 

2.1. Value game in the process of social development 

Value exploration is essentially a value game process in 
the process of human social development. In this process, 
it includes two aspects: the choice and Realization of 
human value in the relationship with nature, the relation-
ship between different human values, which includes two 
aspects: the relationship between different values hori-
zontally, and the relationship between value choice verti-
cally, that is, the relationship between current interests 
and long-term interests. The former is mainly about the 
relationship between material interests and spiritual val-
ues. Horizontally, different value choices have different 
contents, different meanings and different substitutions, 
but they have different meanings to the status of human 
existence under different conditions, and their realization 
also has general relevance. Generally speaking, material 
interests are the basis of spiritual interests. 
Marx said, "Social life is essentially practical." From this 
point of view, we can further deduce from the theoretical 
logic that social development is essentially practical, so-
cial progress is essentially practical, and social civiliza-
tion is essentially practical. That is to say, the practicality 
of social life determines the practicality and development 
of the process of social dynamic evolution. Understand-
ing this practicality in the process of social development 
and its characteristics at different stages is one of the 
enduring topics of social philosophy. It is also the theo-
retical basis for realizing the continuous progress of so-
ciety, harmonious and stable operation and sustainable 
development of science. It has philosophical guiding 
significance for the theory and practice of solving the 
severe challenges and survival crises faced by human 
beings in the process of social modernity. 
Social development often manifests itself as a dialectical 
process of movement. On the one hand, social develop-
ment is always accompanied by certain value conflicts, 
denials and even sacrifices; on the other hand, this cost is 
beneficial, it always promotes the creation of value in a 
special way. The traditional view of development based 
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on Darwin's theory of evolution holds that since organ-
isms develop from simple to complex, from low to high, 
and through survival competition and natural selection, 
human society will inevitably rise through gradual accu-
mulation, which is essentially a theory of historical 
goodness. However, the continuous improvement of the 
degree of social civilization is only a commentary on the 
objective process of social development, which does not 
mean that history is advancing towards a pre-determined 
goal of Supreme goodness. The development of society 
is always carried out at a cost. The game of value in the 
process of social development is mainly manifested in 
the following aspects: first, the game of class value and 
individual value, that is to say, the overall development 
of human beings is often achieved by sacrificing the ma-
jority of individuals or even the whole class. Second, the 
dislocation between the value of things and that of hu-
man beings. That is to say, "the multiplication of material 
value is proportional to the devaluation of human val-
ue."The more value a man creates, the less valuable he 
will be. Human creations are not only not controlled by 
man, but in turn enslave and dominate man. Third, the 
contradiction between material value and spiritual value. 
Attaching importance to material value and taking the 
satisfaction of sensory enjoyment and utility value as the 
purpose of pursuit have resulted in the loss of people's 
own spiritual and social spiritual values. The reason for 
the value conflict in the process of social development 
lies in that the undertaker and the realizer of social de-
velopment are human beings, while human beings are the 
subject of conflicts of interest, and the conflict of inter-
ests between people inevitably leads to value conflict and 
game; at the same time, the narrowness of human thought 
and the irrationality of the practice mode guided by it are 
also the root of value conflict and game in the process of 
social development. Where. 

2.2. Approaches to social development: interaction 
between observance of laws and opportunity choice 

The main problem of social development path choice is 
the value choice of social development goals. Society is a 
purposeful movement process because of human partici-
pation. The development goal is a kind of design and 
choice for the future of social development. Social devel-
opment goals are not single, but diverse. For example, 
Sears believes that poverty reduction, equity, democracy, 
stability and autonomy are the goals of social develop-
ment. Development goals have both compatible and in-
compatible aspects, so there is a problem of choosing 
development goals. However, people's choice of devel-
opment goals is governed by certain values. The process 
of choosing development goals is also the process of 
people's evaluation of development goals, and the evalua-
tion of development goals depends on certain evaluation 
criteria. A goal conducive to social development can not 

only promote economic growth, but also promote cultural 
development, moral progress and the improvement of 
human nature. The selection process of development 
goals is also the value design process of development 
goals. The value design of development goals must be 
based on the objective law and inevitable trend of social 
development, and at the same time pay attention to the 
fundamental interests and value requirements of the main 
body. The concretization of development goals is the 
development policy, which is the measures and methods 
people take to achieve the development goals. There are 
two kinds of choices in the choice of development poli-
cies: one is to make either-or choices in the two alterna-
tive development policies, the other is to make priority, 
priority and priority choices on the premise of giving 
consideration to both; however, in either case, it is inse-
parable from the main values. Control. 
The process of choosing the road of social development. 
In the practice of social development, people constantly 
coordinate the interests of all strata in a dynamic and 
balanced manner, which leads to people making corres-
ponding choices about the process, road and way of so-
cial development. That is to say, social development is 
the choice of process, road and way. The choice of social 
development path mainly involves the sequence and me-
chanism of human behavior, as well as the choice of this 
sequence and mechanism. On this basis, it involves the 
responsibility of the premise and consequence of beha-
vior. It involves the relationship between personal beha-
vior and other people's behavior, and the regulation me-
chanism. This involves the evaluation of social develop-
ment. 
Generally speaking, the evaluation of social development 
is practice. However, in order to make a correct evalua-
tion of social development, we must have an evaluation 
criterion and scale. Bell once put forward the category of 
"social interface" to measure social development. He said 
that the multiplicity of society determines that society is 
multifaceted. To measure social development, it should 
be the sum of all the elements involved in the quantita-
tive development of society. Toffler pointed out: "Today, 
the world quickly realizes that a society which is declin-
ing in morality, aesthetics and political environment, no 
matter how rich and skilled, can not be regarded as a 
progressive society. Progress is no longer measured by 
the standards of technical and material life. Life does not 
develop along a single track. Rich and varied culture is 
the standard to measure life. From this point of view, the 
evaluation criteria of social development are not single, 
but multiple. Specifically speaking, human development, 
progress of productive forces and institutional justice are 
three important measures to measure social development. 
Human development is the highest value pursuit of social 
development. To this end, Ingels pointed out: "The ulti-
mate requirement of development is the change of human 



HK.NCCP                                         International Journal of Intelligent Information and Management Science 
                                                                   ISSN: 2307-0692, Volume 7, Issue 6, December, 2018 

209 
 

quality, which is the prerequisite and way to achieve 
greater development, but also one of the great goals of 
the development process itself." Productivity progress is 
the fundamental measure of social development, because 
productivity is the ultimate determinant of social devel-
opment. Institutional justice is the symbol of institutional 
civilization, which has an important impact on the devel-
opment of human beings and productive forces; therefore, 
institutional justice is also an important measure of social 
development. Whether it is the development of human 
beings, the progress of productive forces, or the fairness 
of the system, it must be tested by practice. 

3. The Concrete Integration of the Scientific 
and Valuable Nature of Social Cognition by 
the Theory of Social Development 

There are various ways for human beings to understand 
nature. All ethnic groups have accumulated rich cogni-
tive experience. Understanding the readers and under-
standing of these experiences is the source of wisdom for 
scientific research. Cognition of nature is definitely not 
the only way. Every road leads to Rome, cognizes nature 
and explores the mysteries of nature, so there must be 
many roads. Science advocates rationality and religion 
advocates faith, but science advocates tolerance, that is, 
no matter how to explore the secrets of nature, as long as 
it is truth, scientists can accept it. To advocate multicultu-
ralism is to advocate the spirit of tolerance in an open 
society and equality in the face of truth. The object of 
social understanding is the society, people's activities in 
the social relations system and the law and process of 
social development. 

3.1. Scientific nature of knowledge on social devel-
opment 

Social knowledge is people's knowledge about the human 
world and its objective trends and people's subjective 
intentions. The characteristics of social knowledge object 
can be said that the object itself contains a problem of 
subjective and objective relationship, but the object of 
natural knowledge has no such characteristic. The philo-
sophical problem of the relationship between the exis-
tence of social knowledge and thinking not only shows 
the consistency of knowledge and object, but also shows 
the problem of the relationship between the existence and 
consciousness of the object itself, and natural knowledge. 
Objects do not contain this problem. Only the relation-
ship between knowledge and objects. This determines the 
complexity of social knowledge and the infiltration of 
subjective value in the cognitive process. That is to say, 
the main characteristics of society, social activities, social 
laws and social knowledge objects are that they include 
subjects. This causes special difficulties for social know-
ledge: first, to explain the complexity of people's activi-
ties and consciousness on the basis of the deterministic 

principle. Secondly, it is difficult to reveal the role of 
subjective factors. Because of the special complexity of 
society and limited experimental possibilities, philosoph-
ical methodology is of great significance to social under-
standing. 
The characteristics of social development are concrete 
integration, which also determines the specific characte-
ristics of social knowledge. The main characteristics of 
the "human world" are its individuality, and historical 
events are not specific; the history of each country, each 
nation and its culture has its own characteristics; in social 
life, there are general, important and universal law phe-
nomena, but social existence must obey special social 
law, objective law and regular trend have special nature 
and development. The way and mechanism of action also 
have special manifestations. Social law does not deter-
mine every action of a specific individual, but determines 
the movement of the great masses of the people over a 
relatively long period of time. Social law determines the 
general characteristics of a social and economic structure 
and its general trend of development, while the specific 
historical process is the result of the interaction of many 
social forces. Subjective factors play a major role in these 
social forces. Material conditions and the social laws that 
work on the basis of these conditions ultimately deter-
mine the objective results of human activities, rather than 
the transfer of such results in accordance with people's 
own purposes. All components of the social system are 
subordinate to material relations of production. The tran-
sition of social and economic forms is also a systematic 
process, and social and economic phenomena are also 
systematic. 
Although the object of social knowledge and its relation-
ship with cognitive subject are complex, it does not abso-
lutely exclude social science knowledge from reaching 
the height of objective truth in a relative sense; although 
not all specific social science knowledge or social con-
sciousness are directly studying objective social laws and 
objectively reproducing the objective face of society; but 
it does not exclude some societies. To grasp social truth 
with scientific knowledge. In social sciences, it is differ-
ent from natural sciences. Here, the mode of the connec-
tion between science and practice is more complex and 
concrete, but social sciences can still obtain the results of 
scientific foresight which can reveal social development 
through the concrete integration and the application of 
some complex research methods; although social devel-
opment knowledge is due to some truth and the value of 
cognitive subject. Different relationships lead to different 
subjective attitudes towards this truth, but we can not 
absolutely view the "innate tendency" or "environmental 
interference" of the knowledge, which may lead to distor-
tion of the truth, some can not, and some even promote 
the realization of the truth of the object, which depends 
critically on the relationship between the interests of the 
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knowledge and the truth revealed. The knowledge is 
bound to be in the social relationship, and the knowledge 
of the truth of an object depends on the relationship be-
tween the truth and the interests of the knowledge. As an 
objectivist argument on the truthfulness of knowledge in 
social science, in fact, the truth of insisting on knowledge 
lies in that the subject knowledge should not have any 
"congenital tendency" or "congenital interference", oth-
erwise it will lead to distortion of truth. However, in the 
absolute sense, since it is impossible for the knowledge 
to get rid of the social influence, the result of knowledge 
must be tendentious, which is the same for natural and 
social knowledge. At this point, no knowledge can reach 
the height of absolute reorganization. However, in terms 
of relative truth, it is possible for any epistemologist to 
reach the level of relative truth. Of course, there are still 
some differences among different epistemologists, which 
mainly depends on the agreement and exclusion between 
the subjective factors of the epistemologist and the objec-
tive social objects and laws. 

3.2. The value of social development consciousness 

From the relationship between social awareness and so-
cial consciousness, a contradictory tendency has been 
formed. On the one hand, the consistency and difference 
between knowledge and consciousness have been dem-
onstrated. On the other hand, the phenomenon of confus-
ing social awareness with social awareness has emerged, 
especially the confusion between cognitive form and the 
type of consciousness. Cognition is the process of acquir-
ing and developing knowledge about objective reality, 
which is realized by means of consciousness. Conscious-
ness, as a highly organized material characteristic, has 
the characteristics of reflection and value. 
Value is a specific relationship that people should grasp 
in their understanding, and it is also a driving factor and 
internal yardstick guiding people to engage in practical 
activities. Anyway, objective things have different mean-
ings to people's needs. Practice, as a material activity to 
meet people's needs, requires people to create and realize 
as much value as possible through the transformation of 
objective things. Therefore, the subject must evaluate the 
possible significance of the object. The so-called evalua-
tion refers to the subject's criticism of the value relation-
ship between the subject and the object on the basis of 
the understanding of the object's attributes, essence and 
laws, and the application of the internal scale of its own 
needs to the object. It is the reflection of human con-
sciousness on the realistic value relationship between 
subject and object, and it reflects the relationship be-
tween subject's needs and object's attributes. Value eval-
uation, as the result of subject concept, is expressed by 
people's affirmative or negative judgment on whether a 
certain homosexuality meets the needs of the subject. 
Only in this way can the transformation of consciousness 

into practice be reliable and effective, thus forming the 
value consciousness. 
The subject's evaluation of the value relationship be-
tween him and the object, as far as the subject's idea of 
the object is concerned, is still a cognitive activity. How-
ever, as a special form of knowledge, evaluation is the 
subject's understanding of certain things and phenomena 
that can or can not meet people's interests and needs. 
Value evaluation focuses on the utility relationship be-
tween subject and object. Therefore, the interests and 
needs of the subject must be taken into account. That is 
to say, in the evaluation activities, the interests and needs 
of the subject must be applied to the evaluated object as 
an internal yardstick, otherwise the value of the object 
must not be evaluated. Since the scale of subject must be 
introduced in the evaluation of value, the will, desire and 
requirement of subject must be included in the evaluation 
cognition. If factual knowledge only seeks to understand 
what the object is or what it should be, then evaluative 
knowledge often expresses what the subject affirms or 
denies by "what should be" or "what should not be". 
Faced with the same object, different subjects will get 
different value evaluation and understanding from differ-
ent interests and needs. 

3.3. Specific integration of the actual form of know-
ledge in social development 

From the actual situation, the theory of social develop-
ment has both the nature of scientific knowledge of social 
development and the nature of value consciousness of 
social development. In reality, it combines the above two 
together and exists. It is difficult to completely distin-
guish them. It can only be determined in terms of defin-
ing conditions and setting problems. As for the division 
of people's understanding, there are separation and inte-
gration, low-level and high-level, perceptual and rational, 
false and true, correct and wrong, backward and ad-
vanced in scientific knowledge and value consciousness. 
Social development theory is about the integration of 
social science knowledge and social value consciousness, 
the form of advanced and rational, the difference between 
right and wrong, false and true, and perceptual. As for the 
falseness and authenticity, correctness and error, back-
wardness and advancement of a certain theory of social 
development, it is a question that needs to be constructed 
in order to be further analyzed and determined. In any 
case, compared with a single social science knowledge or 
social value consciousness, social development theory is 
the "best" understanding. This is just like the division of 
knowledge between Plato and Marx. At the initial stage, 
the understanding of "the best" is only a fantasy and is 
not clear. In order to achieve clarity, people have recog-
nized two different aspects of the truth and value of the 
supreme good knowledge separately, when they split 
their unity. To this end, knowledge needs to be leaped 
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from the second or third level to the last level of the real 
rational unification of the specific "best" understanding. 
Therefore, there is a certain relationship between know-
ledge and value evaluation. With the increasing and spe-
cialization of a person's knowledge, the impact on value 
evaluation is also growing and changing. 
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